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the hinterland of Franconia, Bavaria, and Wiirttemberg) to
Cologne (I use the modern names) and thence to the marshes of
the Low Countries and eventually to Britain.
Berlin, situated on a river where the routes from west to east and
from north-west to south-east (from Paris to Petrograd and from
Hamburg to Constantinople in modern terms) happened to meet,
was bound to become important But its population remained
small until the nineteenth century, when science and industry
improved the waterways, and built the railways*
Throughout the Middle Ages Germany consisted of a large
number of semi-independent states, but until three hundred years
ago there was nothing to indicate that some day this western part
of the great European plain would develop into a leading nation
of the world. Curiously enough the modern Germany grew
almost directly out of the feilure of the Crusading Movement.
When it became certain that no new territory was to be conquered
in western Asia (the Mohammedans had proved more than a
match for the Christians) the disinherited classes of Europe began
to look for other sources of agricultural wealth. Quite naturally
they thought at once of the opportunities offered by the Slavic
lands situated just across the Oder and the Vistula, which were
inhabited by the wild and heathenish Prussians. One of the old
crusading orders, the Teutonic Order, moved, lock, stock, and
barrel, from Palestine to east Prussia and transferred its business
centre from Acre in Galilea to Marienburg, thirty miles south of
Danzig. For two hundred years these knights fought the Slavs and
settled the farms of their victims with imported nobles and
peasants from the west In the year 1410 they suffered a terrific
defeat at the hands of the Poles in the battle of Tannenberg, the
same place where in 1914 Hindenburg annihilated the Russian
armies. But somehow or other the order survived even this blow,
and when the Reformation occurred they were still a body of
considerable importance.
It so happened that at that time the order was ruled by a
member of the Hohenzollern family. This particular Grand
Master not only joined the Protestant cause but, on the advice of
Martin Luther, he declared himself hereditary Duke of Prussia*